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under § 124.91 thereby waives its oppor-
tunity to exhaust available agency
remedies.

(Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.), Safe
Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300f et seq.),
Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7401 et seq.), Re-
source Conservation and Recovery Act (42
U.S.C. 6901 et seq.))
[48 FR 14264, Apr. 1, 1983, as amended at 48
FR 39620, Sept. 1, 1983]

§ 124.61 Final environmental impact
statement.

No final NPDES permit for a new
source shall be issued until at least 30
days after the date of issuance of a
final environmental impact statement
if one is required under 40 CFR 6.805.

§ 124.62 Decision on variances.
(Applicable to State programs, see

§ 123.25 (NPDES).)
(a) The Director may grant or deny

requests for the following variances
(subject to EPA objection under § 123.44
for State permits):

(1) Extensions under CWA section
301(i) based on delay in completion of a
publicly owned treatment works;

(2) After consultation with the Re-
gional Administrator, extensions under
CWA section 301(k) based on the use of
innovative technology; or

(3) Variances under CWA section
316(a) for thermal pollution.

(b) The State Director may deny, or
forward to the Regional Administrator
with a written concurrence, or submit
to EPA without recommendation a
completed request for:

(1) A variance based on the economic
capability of the applicant under CWA
section 301(c); or

(2) A variance based on water quality
related effluent limitations under CWA
section 302(b)(2).

(c) The Regional Administrator may
deny, forward, or submit to the EPA
Office Director for Water Enforcement
and Permits with a recommendation
for approval, a request for a variance
listed in paragraph (b) of this section
that is forwarded by the State
Director, or that is submitted to the
Regional Administrator by the re-
quester where EPA is the permitting
authority.

(d) The EPA Office Director for
Water Enforcement and Permits may

approve or deny any variance request
submitted under paragraph (c) of this
section. If the Office Director approves
the variance, the Director may prepare
a draft permit incorporating the vari-
ance. Any public notice of a draft per-
mit for which a variance or modifica-
tion has been approved or denied shall
identify the applicable procedures for
appealing that decision under § 124.64.

(e) The State Director may deny or
forward to the Administrator (or his
delegate) with a written concurrence a
completed request for:

(1) A variance based on the presence
of ‘‘fundamentally different factors’’
from those on which an effluent limita-
tions guideline was based;

(2) A variance based upon certain
water quality factors under CWA sec-
tion 301(g).

(f) The Administrator (or his dele-
gate) may grant or deny a request for a
variance listed in paragraph (e) of this
section that is forwarded by the State
Director, or that is submitted to EPA
by the requester where EPA is the per-
mitting authority. If the Adminis-
trator (or his delegate) approves the
variance, the State Director or Re-
gional Administrator may prepare a
draft permit incorporating the vari-
ance. Any public notice of a draft per-
mit for which a variance or modifica-
tion has been approved or denied shall
identify the applicable procedures for
appealing that decision under § 124.64.

[48 FR 14264, Apr. 1, 1983; 50 FR 6941, Feb. 19,
1985, as amended at 51 FR 16030, Apr. 30, 1986;
54 FR 256, 258, Jan. 4, 1989]

§ 124.63 Procedures for variances
when EPA is the permitting author-
ity.

(a) In States where EPA is the permit
issuing authority and a request for a
variance is filed as required by § 122.21,
the request shall be processed as fol-
lows:

(1)(i) If, at the time, that a request
for a variance based on the presence of
fundamentally different factors or on
section 301(g) of the CWA is submitted,
the Regional Administrator has re-
ceived an application under § 124.3 for
issuance or renewal of that permit, but
has not yet prepared a draft permit
under § 124.6 covering the discharge in
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